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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS
ABOUT THE JOURNAL
Copeia, the journal of the American Society of Ichthyologists
and Herpetologists (ASIH), invites submissions of original
work dealing with the biology of fishes, amphibians, or
reptiles or using those organisms as models for testing
hypotheses of broad significance. Appropriate topics include,
but are not limited to, such areas as ecology, conservation,
life history, evolution, systematics, paleontology, taxonomy,
biogeography, phylogeography, and physiology. Principal
criteria for acceptance of articles are quality and significance
of research, breadth of interest, and clarity and conciseness of
expression. The journal does not publish range extensions,
listings of species inhabiting geographic areas, teratological
notes, or unsolicited review articles. Final acceptance of a
paper for publication requires compliance with the style and
format of the journal. Manuscripts cannot have been
published or submitted elsewhere. ASIH members receive a
waiver of page charges and a subsidy toward figure costs.
Membership can be obtained by visiting the main membership page (http://www.asih.org/membership).
COPYRIGHT
ASIH retains copyright to all materials and works published
in Copeia. All authors must agree to transfer copyright (or
equivalent rights) for their manuscript and images to ASIH.
By submitting a manuscript, the authors agree that the
copyright (except where excluded) for their article and
images will be transferred to ASIH upon article acceptance.
No portion of the contents may be reproduced elsewhere
without the express consent of the ASIH Secretary. Manuscripts that contain non-original artwork must include an
explicit statement of usage with permission of copyright
holder.
MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION
Authors are encouraged to contact the Editor at
copeiaeditor@gmail.com with any questions or assistance
needed. All aspects of manuscript processing in Copeia are
electronic, including submission, review, and correspondence. Manuscripts must be submitted online via the
‘‘Submit manuscript’’ link located on the Copeia page of the
ASIH website (http://www.asih.org/Copeia).
The Editorial Office will pre-screen each manuscript upon
submittal. If deemed appropriate, the manuscript will then be
reviewed by an Associate Editor and selected outside reviewers.
Acceptance will be based upon the quality of the science and
the appropriateness of the manuscript for the journal.
Online Submission Procedure
Before submitting a manuscript, please gather the following information:
 All Authors
o First Names, Middle Names/Initials, Last Names
o Postal Addresses
o Work Telephone Numbers
o Email Addresses
Ó 2018 by the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists



Title and running head (you can cut and paste this
from your manuscript).

Abstract (you can cut and paste this from your
manuscript). This is for descriptive purposes only and
does not stand for or replace the Abstract section of the
article file.

Article file in MS Word (contact the Editor in advance
regarding other formats).

Tables/Data files in Word or Excel.

Figures as separate files in TIF or PDF format (NOT
embedded in article file).
After pressing the ‘‘Continue’’ button, you will be
presented with five screens that gather detailed information
about your manuscript and allow you to upload the pertinent
files. The sequence of screens is as follows:
(1) Form asking for author, title, abstract, and file quantities.
(2) Form asking for the actual file locations on your
computer via an open file dialog. After completing
this screen, select ‘‘Submit manuscript files,’’ and the
files will be uploaded to our server.
(3) Form asking you to select the order in which the files
should appear in the merged PDF created for the
reviewers.
(4) Completion screen that will provide you with a
manuscript tracking/identification number.
(5) Approval screen that will allow you to verify that your
manuscript was uploaded and converted correctly. A
red arrow will indicate the next step to be completed.
Select ‘‘Check for Completion of File Conversion’’ to
confirm that files have been converted. This step may
be lengthy, depending on file sizes. You may need to
continue to check for completion of conversion several
times, or you may return at a later time to approve
converted files. To complete your submission, you
MUST EXAMINE AND APPROVE THE CONVERTED
PDF files by selecting ‘‘Approve Converted Files.’’ If you
do not explicitly approve the PDF files, your manuscript will not be submitted for editorial review.
MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION CATEGORIES
Research Articles are peer-reviewed reports of the results of
empirical research.
Reviews are typically solicited by Editorial Staff and usually
provide ‘‘state of the art’’ perspectives offered by ASIH
members. These reviews are subjected to peer review. Those
seeking to submit an unsolicited review should contact either
the Editor or an appropriate Associate Editor.
Symposium Proceedings are also subjected to the peer
review process. Symposium organizers must contact the
Editor prior to submission.
Announcements are in subjects of interest to Copeia
readers. These may be edited and are not peer reviewed.
MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS
The format of the submitted manuscript must follow Copeia
style and format. All pages must be numbered, double-spaced
throughout, and all lines numbered continuously. Copeia
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