" BioOne COMPLETE

AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

Source: The Condor, 106(4) : 934-935
Published By: American Ornithological Society
URL: https://doi.org/10.1650/0010-5422(2004)106[0934:AA]2.0.CO;2

BioOne Complete (complete.BioOne.org) is a full-text database of 200 subscribed and open-access titles
in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences published by nonprofit societies, associations,
museums, institutions, and presses.

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Complete website, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Complete content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non - commercial use.
Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher as
copyright holder.

BioOne sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise connecting authors, nonprofit
publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common goal of maximizing access to
critical research.

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/The-Condor on 13 May 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



The Condor 106:934-935
© The Cooper Ornithological Society 2004

AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

LOYE AND ALDEN MILLER RESEARCH
AWARD

The Cooper Ornithological Society awarded its 2004
Loye and Alden Miller Award to Alexander Frank
Skutch. In this time of increasing emphasis on the the-
oretical and experimental aspects of biology, including
ornithology, Dr. Skutch stands out as a compelling
symbol of the importance and promise of the study of
natural history. Although many of his publications deal
with botany or philosophy, this award recognizes his
staggering contribution to our knowledge of the life
histories and ecology of Neotropical birds, which pre-
vious to his work were either little known or com-
pletely unknown. During his nearly seven decades of
study, Dr. Skutch published more than 20 books and
hundreds of papers in both the scientific and popular
literature.

We sometimes lose sight of the fact that today’s so-
phisticated studies of avian ecology, evolution, and be-
havior rest on a foundation of natural history. It is the
wealth of observations of the basic biology of species
that point the way to more theoretical questions and
hypotheses. Skutch himself moved in that direction as
a result of his observations of cooperative breeding in
birds, which he first reported in 1935, as well as his
discernment of the diversity of reproductive rates among
species. Robert Ricklefs has noted that as a result of the
latter perception, Skutch very early on *“outlined abasic
proposition of r- and K-selection theory.”

Alexander Skutch was born in Baltimore, Maryland,
in 1904, and was interested in nature throughout hislife.
He received his Ph.D. in botany from Johns Hopkins
University in 1928. He supported himself and his family
by collecting and selling botanical specimens to muse-
ums. His first visit to Central America was in 1928, to
carry out research on bananas for the United Fruit Com-
pany. He became fascinated with a Rufous-tailed Hum-
mingbird (Amazlia tzacatl) nesting outside his labora-
tory window, and the rest, as they say, is history. Pro-
fessional ornithologists are the beneficiaries of his mul-
titudinous scientific works, but he aso inspired amateur
ornithologists and those simply interested in nature, con-
veying to them the beauty, wonder, and excitement of
the Neotropics and its avian inhabitants.

The Miller Medal and citation were to be presented
to Dr. Skutch at his home in Costa Rica on 20 May
2004, as part of a celebration of his 100th birthday.
Sadly and quite unexpectedly, Dr. Skutch passed away
on 12 May. At a celebration of Dr. Skutch's life, Dr.
Alfonso Mata, Vice-President of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Tropical Science Center, with which Skutch
was long associated, presented the Miller Medal on
behalf of the Cooper Ornithological Society to the Or-
nithological Society of Costa Rica in Dr. Skutch's
memory. The Small Preserves Network in Costa Rica
plans to restore the old farmhouse where Dr. Skutch
lived and turn it into an educational center and mu-
seum about his work. The Miller Meda will be dis-
played at the museum.

FIGURE 1. A fireside presentation by a young Alexander Skutch (1928). Photo courtesy of the Centro Cientifico
Tropical.
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FIGURE 2. Alexander Skutch, awarded the Loye and Alden Miller Research Award for 2004. Photo courtesy
of the Centro Cientifico Tropical.
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