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Journal of Coastal Research, an International Forum for the Littoral Sciences, is dedicated to all aspects of coastal research. These include geology, biology,
geomorphology (physical geography), climate, littoral oceanography, hydrography, coastal hydraulics, environmental (resource) management, engineering, and
remote sensing. Although each field functions effectivelywithin itsownpurview, the cross-disciplinarynature of coastal studies requires familiarity with other
fields as well. Hence, the scope of topics is necessarily broad in order to address the complexity of coastal biophysical and socio-economic interactions. Because of
the wide range of interrelated topics, the journal invites original contributions and manuscripts dealing with theory, methodology, techniques, and field or applied
topic studies on interdisciplinary coastal issues.

The journal encourages the dissemination of knowledge and understanding of the coastal zone by promoting cooperation and communication between
specialists in different disciplines. Natural scientists, for example, are encouraged to collaborate with professionals in other fields to prepare contributions
relating to the coastal zone that foster increased appreciation of coastal environments and processes. By means of this journal, with its scholarly and professional
papers, systematic review articles, book and symposia reviews, communications and news, and special topical issues, an international forum for the development
of integrated coastal research is provided.
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Twelve Apostles, Cape Town, South Africa. Stretching high above the cool waters of the southern Atlantic Ocean and running parallel to Cape Town’s well-
travelled Victoria Road, a series of mountains looms overhead known as the Twelve Apostles. A combination of high peaks and flattened buttresses, with a bevy of
crags, ravines, gullies, and ridges, these impressive mountains were referred to as the Kastellbergen, or Castle Mountains, by the Dutch. The most iconic of the
mountains in this range is by far Table Mountain. The flat top peak of the mountain, a result from horizontal layers of sandstone being exposed to wind and water
erosion, reaches 1,086 m above sea level and stretches approximately 3 km from side to side. The first recorded climb of the mountain was done by the Portuguese
navigator, Admiral Antonio de Saldanha, in 1503. It was de Saldanha who gave the mountain its name, Taboa da caba, meaning table of the cape.

Table Mountain has its own orographic cloud cover (i.e. the Tablecloth), forming rapidly when a south-easterly wind is directed up the steep slopes. It is this
thick layer of continuous condensation that is mainly responsible for the lush growth of plateau vegetation. The abundant flora includes about 2,200 species of
plants, such as disa orchids, over 250 species of daisies, and silver trees (most of which are endemic to this region). Local wildlife species includes Himalayan tahrs
(Hemitragus jemlahicus), caracals (Caracal caracal), rock hyraxes (Procavia capensis), the Table Mountain ghost frog (Heleophryne rosei), and chacma baboons
(Papio ursinus). The Cape Floristic Region of Table Mountain National Park was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2004, and the national park itselfis
now considered one of the new seven wonders of nature in the world. (Photograph taken April 2014 by Chris Makowski, Coastal Education and Research
Foundation (CERF), Coconut Creek, Florida, U.S.A.)
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The Coastal Education and Research Foundation /[CERF] is
a nonprofit society dedicated to the advancement of the coastal
sciences. The Foundation is devoted to the multi-disciplinary study of
the complex problems of the coastal zone. The purpose of CERF is to
help translate and interpret coastal issues for the public and to assist
professional research and public information programs. The Founda-
tion specifically supports and encourages field and laboratory studies
on a local, national, and international basis. Through the medium of
scientific publications, television, and radio CERF brings accurate in-
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Because CERF is concerned with broad environmental issues, our
efforts concentrate on significant problems such as maintenance of
good quality (potable) water with adequate supply, and hazards associ-
ated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and susceptibility of devel-
oped shorelines to storm surge and wave attack. By focusing attention
on these potential man-made and natural hazards, it is hoped that our
research efforts will help others improve the quality of life in diverse
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International Coastal Symposium (ICS)
Official Meeting of CERF

The International Coastal Symposium (ICS) was originally set up
by Per Bruun (deceased) and Charlie Finkl as the official meeting of
the Coastal Education and Research Foundation (CERF), with one of
the first meetings being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 1993.
After the repeated success of these meetings, CERF moved the ICS to
the international scene holding these conferences in conjunction with
local sponsors in Australia, Brazil, Iceland, New Zealand, Northern
Ireland, Poland, Portugal, and South Korea. The ICS brings together
delegates from all over the world to collaborate and discuss the most
current coastal research studies and projects. During the ICS 2014,
which was held in Durban, South Africa, a grand celebration took
place to mark the 30th Anniversary of CERF and the JCR. Our next
ICS meeting is scheduled for 2020 in Seville, Spain. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
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