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Journal of Coastal Research, an International Forum for the Littoral Sciences, is dedicated to all aspects of coastal research. These include geology, biology,
geomorphology (physical geography), climate, littoral oceanography, hydrography, coastal hydraulics, environmental (resource) management, engineering, and
remote sensing. Although each field functions effectivelywithin itsownpurview, the cross-disciplinarynature of coastal studies requires familiarity with other
fields as well. Hence, the scope of topics is necessarily broad in order to address the complexity of coastal biophysical and socio-economic interactions. Because of
the wide range of interrelated topics, the journal invites original contributions and manuscripts dealing with theory, methodology, techniques, and field or applied
topic studies on interdisciplinary coastal issues.

The journal encourages the dissemination of knowledge and understanding of the coastal zone by promoting cooperation and communication between
specialists in different disciplines. Natural scientists, for example, are encouraged to collaborate with professionals in other fields to prepare contributions
relating to the coastal zone that foster increased appreciation of coastal environments and processes. By means of this journal, with its scholarly and professional
papers, systematic review articles, book and symposia reviews, communications and news, and special topical issues, an international forum for the development
of integrated coastal research is provided.
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Bahia Honda State Park, Big Pine Key, Florida, U.S.A. Geologically, the Florida Keys are characterized by the limestone that forms the islands. For
example, the Key Largo Limestone is the surface rock of the Upper Keys, while the Miami O6litic Limestone covers the Lower Keys. Oolite is compacted small egg
shaped deposits of calcium carbonate, meaning this whole area was once a live, thriving community of corals and other marine organisms. As the glaciers
reformed taking water from the ocean, sea level dropped and the coral forests died, which then ultimately collapsed into the now known islands. Big Pine Key, as
shown in the photograph, signals the beginning of the Oé6lite Keys. A contact found here shows that the o6litic limestone overlaps the Key Largo, and core borings
show that the Key Largo Limestone underlies the oélitic cover for the entire area of the Lower Keys.

Several rare plants, including yellow satinwood (Zanthoxylum flavum), Florida silver palm (Coccothrinax argentata), Key thatch palm (Leucothrinax morrisii),
and the endangered small-flowered lily-thorn (Catesbaea parviflora) are found in this area. Marine life is also quite plentiful with many species of small reef fish,
rays, barracuda, and sharks. Inland, researchers have discovered the only known natural colony of the now rare Miami blue butterfly (Cyclargus thomasi
bethunebakeri). (Photograph taken February 2016 by Tara M. Delaney, Allen Press, Lawrence, Kansas, U.S.A.)
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help translate and interpret coastal issues for the public and to assist
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on a local, national, and international basis. Through the medium of
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fessional societies and has published more than 200 professional pa-
pers, books, and reports. He is a Chartered Marine Scientist (CMarSci)
[Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology], Certi-
fied Professional Geological Scientist (CPGS) [American Institute of
Professional Geologists (AIPG)], Certified Professional Soil Scientist
(CPSSc) [American Registry of Certified Professionals in Agronomy,
Crops, and Soils], and a Professional Wetland Scientist (PWS) [Soci-
ety of Wetland Scientists]. Charlie has field experience in parts of the
USA, Caribbean area, Brazil, Honduras, Russia, South Africa, Western
Europe, Australasia, and South Pacific islands. He is also the Series
Editor of the Encyclopedia of Earth Sciences Series that is published
by Springer (Germany). There are more than twenty-eight volumes
in the Series and about twenty-five are available online. Charlie also
serves on the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Envi-
ronmental Studies (Routledge) and is an occasional peer reviewer for
many other professional journals.

Charlie has interests and expertise in the general areas of surficial
geology, coastal and marine geomorphology (including coastal classi-
fication), coastal/marine biophysical environments, exploration geo-
chemistry, soils and weathering (regolith geology), coastal zone man-
agement and engineering applications or impacts on natural systems
(including erosion control and shore protection), coastal hydrology
including submarine freshwater and mineralized seeps, subaerial and
marine structural geology, natural hazard mitigation in coastal zones,
marine environments and coastal wetland protection and restoration,
and remote sensing (e.g., land cover classification in coastal wetlands,
advection-diffusion turbidity plumes in coastal waters, delineation of
bottom types and sand resources), effluent disposal and pollution of
wetlands and estuaries, water resources mapping and conservation,
time series studies of wetland hydroperiod and soil moisture.

International Coastal Symposium (ICS)
Official Meeting of CERF

The International Coastal Symposium (ICS) was originally set up
by Per Bruun (deceased) and Charlie Finkl as the official meeting of
the Coastal Education and Research Foundation (CERF), with one of
the first meetings being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 1993.
After the repeated success of these meetings, CERF moved the ICS to
the international scene holding these conferences in conjunction with
local sponsors in Australia, Brazil, Iceland, New Zealand, Northern
Ireland, Poland, Portugal, and South Korea. The ICS brings together
delegates from all over the world to collaborate and discuss the most
current coastal research studies and projects. During the ICS 2014,
which was held in Durban, South Africa, a grand celebration took
place to mark the 30th Anniversary of CERF and the JCR. Our next
ICS meeting is scheduled for April of 2020 in Seville, Spain. For more
information, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
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