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St. Marks Wildlife Refuge and Lighthouse, Florida, U.S.A. The wildlife refuge was 
established in 1931 to provide wintering habitat for migratory birds. It covers 70,000 acres 
along the Gulf Coast of northwest Florida, which provides home to a diverse community of 
plant and animal life. The refuge includes wetlands, coastal marshes, islands, tidal creeks and 
estuaries of seven north Florida rivers, which serves as a good field study site for coastal 
ecosystem and environmental research. The St. Marks Lighthouse was built in 1842 (current 
tower) and is still in use today. (Photo was taken by Wenrui Huang in 2011.) 
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issues in an effort to maintain or improve the quality of shoreline 
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PWS, M.ASCE

 Dr. Charles W. Finkl is President and Executive Director of the 
Coastal Education & Research Foundation [CERF ], publisher of the 
JCR. Charlie, a founding editor of the Journal of Coastal Research, has 
served as Editor-in-Chief for the past 30 years. He is a Research Pro-
fessor in the Department of Geosciences at Florida Atlantic University 
in Boca Raton, Florida. He received his Bachelor and Master of Science 
degrees from Oregon State University and the Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of Western Australia. He is a member of more than 20 professional 
societies and has published more than 200 professional papers, books, 
and reports. He is a Chartered Marine Scientist (CMarSci) [Institute 
of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology], Certified Profes-
sional Geological Scientist (CPGS) [American Institute of Professional 
Geologists (AIPG),], Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSSc) 
[American Registry of Certified Professionals in Agronomy, Crops, and 
Soils], and a Professional Wetland Scientist (PWS) [Society of Wetland 
Scientists]. Charlie has field experience in parts of the USA, Caribbean 
area, Brazil, Honduras, Russia, South Africa, Western Europe, Aus-
tralasia, and South Pacific islands. He is also the Series Editor of the 
Encyclopedia of Earth Sciences Series that is published by Springer 
(Germany). There are more than twenty-eight volumes in the Series 
and about twenty-five are available online. Charlie also serves on the 
Editorial Board of the International Journal of Environmental Studies 
(Routledge) and is an occasional peer reviewer for many other profes-
sional journals.

 Charlie has interests and expertise in the general areas of surficial 
geology, coastal and marine geomorphology (including coastal classi-
fication), coastal/marine biophysical environments, exploration geo-
chemistry, soils and weathering (regolith geology), coastal zone man-
agement and engineering applications or impacts on natural systems 
(including erosion control and shore protection), coastal hydrology 
including submarine freshwater and mineralized seeps, subaerial and 
marine structural geology, natural hazard mitigation in coastal zones, 
marine environments and coastal wetland protection and restoration, 
and remote sensing (e.g. land cover classification in coastal wetlands, 
advection-diffusion turbidity plumes in coastal waters, delineation of 
bottom types and sand resources), effluent disposal and pollution of 
wetlands and estuaries, water resources mapping and conservation, 
time series studies of wetland hydroperiod and soil moisture.

Official Meeting of CERF
International Coastal Symposium (ICS)

 The International Coastal Symposium (ICS) was originally set up 
by Per Bruun (deceased) and Charlie Finkl as the official meeting of 
the Coastal Education & Research Foundation (CERF), with one of 
the first meetings being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 199 
After the repeated success of these meetings, CERF moved the ICS to 
the international scene holding these conferences in conjunction with 
local sponsors in Australia, Brazil, Iceland, New Zealand, Northern 
Ireland, Poland, and Portugal. The ICS brings together delegates from 
all over the world to collaborate and discuss the most current coastal 
research studies and projects. During the ICS 2014, which was held in 
Durban, South Africa, a grand celebration took place to mark the 30th 
Anniversary of CERF and the JCR. Our next ICS meeting is scheduled  
for March of 2016 in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. For more  
information, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
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