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Tagula White-eye Zosterops meeki Hartert, 1898, is an apparently uncommon bird, 
seldom seen in the canopy of the hill rainforests on Sudest Island (Pratt & Beehler 2015, 
Beehler & Pratt 2016). It is the only white-eye species known from Sudest and is, as far 
as is known, confined to this island. The species has a distinctive white throat and breast, 
compared to Louisiade White-eye Z. griseotinctus Hartert, 1899 (LeCroy 2011), an olive-
green bird with a yellowish-green breast that occurs on nearby islands in the Calvados 
chain and Louisiade archipelago (Pratt & Beehler 2015). Mayr & Diamond (2001) placed Z. 
meeki within the Z. [atriceps] atrifrons complex, as Z. a. meeki, whereas Pratt & Beehler (2015) 
maintained it as a species apart. 

Hartert (1898) described Z. meeki from adult male and female specimens (Rothschild & 
Hartert 1903) collected on 18 April 1898 by Albert S. Meek on Sudest (Tagula) Island, in the 
eastern Louisiade archipelago, Papua New Guinea. These, the lectotype and paralectotype 
respectively, once part of the Rothschild Collection at Tring, UK, are now held in the 
American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), New York (LeCroy 2011) (Fig. 1).

At the time they were collected, Meek observed that Sudest Island was well wooded 
and inhabited, with several villages situated inland of the coast (Hartert 1898). These 
villages have since been relocated along the coastal fringe of grassy ridges and rainforest 
valleys that extend to the forest-covered mountainous interior. Forests are heavily impacted 
by cyclones and landslides (pers. obs.). 

There have been few recorded sightings of Z. meeki since it was collected by Meek 
120 years ago and by Albert & George Eichhorn more than a century ago, in early 1916, 

Figure 1. Male lectotype (above) and female paralectotype of Tagula White-eye Zosterops meeki (© American 
Museum of Natural History, New York) 
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despite several subsequent visits and expeditions to Sudest by ornithologists. The most 
recent known records are those of T. K. Pratt and D. Mitchell (in Pratt et al. 2005) who heard 
white-eyes on Sudest in 2004, and observations by Australian ornithologist W. Goulding 
in 2012 and 2013–2014 (BirdLife International 2016; W. Goulding pers. comm. 2016). A 
solitary Zosterops was observed by British entomologist John Tennent (pers. comm. 2016), at 
Rambuso on the north coast of Sudest in December 2014.

New observations and photographs
During entomological fieldwork on Sudest between 1 and 16 December 2016 by myself 

and J. Tennent, a transect was made from the coastal village of Vuwo to the summit of 
Mount Riu (Rattlesnake), at 799 m the highest point on the island, and back to the coastal 
village of Araeda 2.5 km south-east along the coast from the start point. During the ascent 
from 150 m to Mbejelele at 645 m, individuals and small groups of 2–4 white-eyes were 
heard by the author as they moved through the canopy, but were not visually identified. 

However, Z. meeki was also seen on the morning of 16 December 2016, when again 
small groups of 2–4 birds moved through the trees at the edge of the easternmost coastal 
hamlet of Araeda, at 11°45.41’N, 153°58.11’E, and the adjoining coastal fringe, three hours 
after sunrise and just before a period of heavy rain.

Photographs taken by the author (Figs. 2–3) represent confirmation of the continued 
presence of Z. meeki on Sudest, and are almost certainly the first-ever photographs in life 
of the species.
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Figure 2 (left). Tagula White-eye Zosterops meeki, Araeda, Sudest Island, Papua New Guinea, 16 December 
2016 (David K. Mitchell)
Figure 3 (right). Tagula White-eye Zosterops meeki, coastal vegetation below Araeda, Sudest Island, Papua 
New Guinea, 16 December 2016 (David K. Mitchell)

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 24 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



David K. Mitchell 158     Bull. B.O.C. 2017 137(2)  

© 2017 The Authors; Journal compilation © 2017 British Ornithologists’ Club ISSN-2513-9894 (Online)

London (Special Funds), Royal Entomological Society, St. Albans, UK, and Martin Jacoby, Somerset, UK. 
Field work by the author was supported by Eco Custodian Advocates, PNG. 

References:
Beehler, B. M. & Pratt, T. K. 2016. Birds of New Guinea: distribution, taxonomy, and systematics. Princeton Univ. 

Press.
BirdLife International. 2016. Species factsheet: Zosterops meeki. www.birdlife.org (accessed 20 December 

2016).
Hartert, E. 1898. On the birds collected on Sudest Island in the Louisiade Archipelago by Albert S. Meek. 

Novit. Zool. 5: 521–532.
LeCroy, M. 2011. Type specimens of birds in the American Museum of Natural History. Part 9. Passeriformes: 

Zosteropidae and Meliphagidae Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 348: 1–193. 
Mayr, E. & Diamond, J. 2001. The birds of northern Melanesia; speciation, ecology and biogeography. Oxford Univ. 

Press. 
Pratt, T. K. & Beehler, B.M. 2015. Birds of New Guinea. Second edn. Princeton Univ. Press.
Pratt, T. K., Moore, M. P., Mitchell, D. & Viula, M. 2005. A bird survey of the Louisiade Islands, Milne Bay 

Province, Papua New Guinea 24 October to 23 November 2004. Rep. to National Geographic Society 
(Grant 7624-04). 

Rothschild, W. & Hartert. E. 1903. Notes on Papuan birds. XXVII, Zosterops. Novit. Zool. 10: 435–480.

Address: Director, Eco Custodian Advocates, Alotau, Milne Bay Province, Papua New Guinea, e-mail:  
dmitchell.eca@gmail.com

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 24 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use

http://www.birdlife.org/

