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Tricholipeurus balanicus balanicus (Werneck, 1938)

(Mallophaga, Trichodectidae) on Blackbuck Antelope

(Antilope cervicapra L.) in Texas

Fred C. Wright, U.S. Livestock Insects Laboratory, USDA, ARS, P.O. Box 232, Kerrville, Texas 78028, USA

Blackbuck antelope are native to India

and were introduced into the hill country

ranches of Texas in the 1930’s. The pop-

ulation of these antelope in Texas in-

creased from approximately 1,000 in 1955

to over 7,000 in 1980 with 80% being lo-

cated in the Edwards Plateau (Mungalb,

1978, Kleberg Studies in Natural Re-

sources, RMA/KS3, Texas A & M Univer-

sity System, College Station, Texas, 184

pp.). Normally, blackbuck antelope are

relatively free of ectoparasites, but lone

star ticks (Amblyomma amenicanum

(Linnaeus, 1758) and biting lice (Tnicho-

lipeunus parallelus (Osborn, 1891) which

are common to white-tailed deer (Odo-

coileus virginianus (Zimmermann) have

been found on these antelope in Texas

(Thornton et al., 1972, J. Wibdl. Dis. 9:

160-162).

In the fall of 1982, a young male black-

buck antelope, estimated to be approxi-

mately 10-mo-old, was killed on a Kerr

County ranch and taken to a local taxi-

dermy shop in Kerrville. Lice were found

migrating toward the muzzle. The taxi-
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dermist commented that he had not seen

lice on any other bbackbuck he had pro-

cessed in the last 20 yr. They were iden-

tified as Tnicholipeurus balanicus balani-

cus (Werneck, 1938). This is the first

record of this louse in North America. It

was originally described from collections

from a blackbuck antelope at the London

Zoo (Werneck, 1938, Mem. Inst. Oswaldo

Cruz Rio de J. 33: 413-422). The collec-

tion of lice from this young blackbuck was

either the result of transmission of lice

from an infestation of long standing du-

ration on this ranch or from an introduc-

tion on recently imported animals. The

impact of this louse species on resident

herds of blackbuck, other exotics, and na-

tive wild game in Texas is unknown.

The author wishes to thank Mr. John F.

Murray, Heart of the Hills Taxidermy,

Kerrville, Texas, for aid in collecting the

lice, the Insect Identification and Benefi-

cial Insect Introduction Institute, USDA,

Beltsvibbe, Maryland, and to Dr. K. C.

Emerson, Systemic Entomology Labora-

tory, Bebtsvible, Maryland, for identifica-

tion of the lice. Voucher specimens have

been deposited in the U.S. National Par-

asite Collection, Beltsville, Maryland

20705, USA (Accession number 78251).
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