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exact type of landscape and regional
forest management. To my mind, it is
unfortunate that this issue did not re-
ceive more emphasis, because the ques-
tion of whether and how a mix of
different forest objectives on a land-
scape—even if some of them were
homogeneous at a stand scale—might
increase heterogeneity and adaptability
is very important.

One could play devil’s advocate and
argue that a dynamic mix at the land-
scape scale of stands managed in the
static, old-school style of silviculture
might do almost as much to strengthen
resilience as managing individual stands
with an eye to enhancing within-stand
complexity, but without landscape-scale
coordination. However, as the book
does not address such issues in much
detail, we do not enjoy the benefits of the
authors’ vision on these points. The au-
thors may have strategically chosen to
largely ignore this issue to keep the book
to a reasonable scope, but I feel they lost
an opportunity in not exploring the
matter more than they did.

In all, I heartily recommend A Cri-
tique of Silviculture to anyone engaged
or interested in forestry and how it
shapes our forests and landscapes.
The book will very likely inspire much
debate—and more important, collec-
tive synthesis and development of a
new silviculture for the 21st century.

PETER B. REICH

Peter B. Reich (preich@umn.edu) is
Regents Professor and Distinguished
MCcKnight University Professor in the
Department of Forest Resources at the
University of Minnesota in St. Paul.
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