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Table 1. Rubric used to evaluate community engagement proposals in BI308.

PROPOSAL COMPONENT POINT VALUE

Attendance at and participation in AIDS activist panel discussion 25

Proposal turned in on-time 10

Proposal typed in 12 point font with one inch margins and between 5 and 10 pages in length 15

Proposal contains the following three sections:

1.  An introduction that addresses these questions 30

What community you are engaging?
Why you are engaging this community?
What challenges do you face in engaging this community?

10 each

2.  A methods section that addresses these questions 50

 What information are you presenting?
 What is the rationale for presenting this information?
 Why is this information important to the community you are engaging?
 How will you present this information?
 How will this information benefit the community?

10 each

3.  An assessment section that addresses these questions 20

 How will you qualitatively assess the success of your engagement?
 How will you quantitatively assess the success of your engagement?

10 each

Table 2. Community engagement proposal titles.
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Table 3. Assessment of community engagement activity.

QUESTION SCORE*

The community engagement proposal helped me to realize the connection 
between my science education and civic responsibility.

4.12 ± 0.93

The presentations by the HIV/AIDS activists were helpful in the development 
of my proposal.

3.12 ± 1.42

Through this proposal I came to appreciate the challenges faced by communi-
ties other than my own.

4.00 ± 0.96

The community engagement proposal helped to provide a sense of purpose to 
the information I learned in this class.

4.16 ± 0.94

* Scores represent the mean scores for the entire class (n=25) ± the standard deviations from 
the means. Students responded on a numerical scale from 0 (disagree) to 5 (agree). Data are 
from January of 2006.
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