
Proposed conservation of reversed precedence in a
woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptinae) taxon

Authors: Kirwan, Guy M., and Elliott, Andy

Source: Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club, 144(2) : 159-161
Published By: British Ornithologists' Club

URL: https://doi.org/10.25226/bboc.v144i2.2024.a8

BioOne Complete (complete.BioOne.org) is a full-text database of 200 subscribed and open-access titles
in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences published by nonprofit societies, associations,
museums, institutions, and presses.

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Complete website, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Complete content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non - commercial use.
Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher as
copyright holder.

BioOne sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise connecting authors, nonprofit
publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common goal of maximizing access to
critical research.

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 14 Aug 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



Guy M. Kirwan & Andy Elliott 159      Bull. B.O.C. 2024 144(2)  

© 2024 The Authors; This is an open‐access article distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial Licence, which permits unrestricted use,  
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited. 

ISSN-2513-9894 
(Online)

Proposed conservation of reversed precedence in a 
woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptinae) taxon

by Guy M. Kirwan  & Andy Elliott

Received 14 December 2023; revised 25 March 2024; published 3 June 2024

http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:A62D751C-1A61-4A9A-B982-159688D50FD3

Summary.—Xiphorhynchus  striatigularis (Richmond, 1900), described based on a 
single specimen from north-east Mexico, is now universally regarded as a synonym 
of the Ivory-billed Woodcreeper subspecies X.  flavigaster saltuarius Wetmore, 
1942. Clearly, the name striatigularis is senior to saltuarius, but its holotype is a 
highly aberrant individual and would be morphologically far from ideal to serve 
as the ‘type’ for the taxon currently listed as saltuarius. Also, the hypothesis that 
striatigularis might be the product of a hybrid pairing cannot yet be rejected, and 
would, if eventually proven true, render the name unavailable under the ICZN 
Code (Art. 23.8). Therefore, we believe that the currently favoured reversal of 
precedence should be conserved. As the conditions of Art. 23.9.1 are clearly not 
met, we are preparing an application to the ICZN, under Art. 23.9.3, requesting 
that reversal of precedence be imposed; in the meantime, current usage should be 
maintained.

Until 1995, the woodcreeper taxon Xiphorhynchus  striatigularis (Richmond, 1900) 
regularly appeared in global and regional checklists of birds. The holotype, a female, 
was collected in 1894 by F. B. Armstrong at Altamira, in extreme southern Tamaulipas 
(east-central Mexico), and was sent to the US National Museum, Washington, DC, in a 
batch of material that also included more than 20 specimens of Ivory-billed Woodcreeper 
Xiphorhynchus flavigaster Swainson, 1827, from the same place. In his original description, 
C. W. Richmond noted of his purported new species (originally named Dendrornis 
striatigularis) ‘...in general similar to D. [= X.] flavigaster, but differs in having the throat and 
malar patch streaked instead of uniform buff...’ (Richmond 1900: 316).

Winker (1995) noted that the relevant region of Mexico has now been rather well 
explored ornithologically, but this taxon is still known exclusively from the holotype. He 
posited that it was probably one of the following: a very rare species, probably now extinct; 
a hybrid; or an aberrant individual of some other known species. To clarify the identity of 
this mysterious form, he carried out a detailed morphometric study, and concluded that 
the striatigularis holotype was most likely an aberrant individual of X. flavigaster, although 
the possibility of a hybrid origin could not be completely discarded. Another individual 
collected by Armstrong on the following day in the same area had subsequently been 
described as X.  flavigaster  saltuarius Wetmore, 1942, and Winker (1995) proposed that 
striatigularis be considered ‘a synonym of saltuarius’.

If striatigularis Richmond, 1900, and saltuarius Wetmore, 1942, are considered synonyms, 
as they are by all of the current major global checklists (Dickinson & Christidis 2014, del 
Hoyo & Collar 2016, Clements et al. 2023, Gill et al. 2023), it is obvious that the former has 
priority. However, Winker’s wording can be taken to imply the opposite, and that is certainly 
the version that has entered the literature. Nevertheless, there are good reasons to uphold 
this reversal of precedence. Of significant practical importance is the fact that, if the two 
are indeed synonymous, the holotype of striatigularis is an extremely unusual individual, 
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notably different from (apparently) all of the 46 female specimens of X. flavigaster from a 
range of US museums compared by Winker (1995), and Hellmayr too (in Cory & Hellmayr 
1925) emphasised its singularity1, so it would be a most unsuitable candidate for its primary 
purpose as a ‘type’ for the taxon currently listed as saltuarius, given that the ‘...type of a 
nominal taxon provides the objective standard of reference for the application of the name it 
bears’ (ICZN 1999: Art. 61.1). At the same time, the taxon under discussion has consistently 
been known as saltuarius since 1942, and the name striatigularis has never been applied 
to these ‘normal’ birds; a (gratuitous) change of name now would certainly not serve 
stability of nomenclature. And a third major objection arises from Winker’s conclusions: 
the possibility of a hybrid origin cannot be fully discounted. Although hybridisation was 
believed to be extremely rare in suboscine passerines in general (Graves 1992) and was 
previously unknown between species of Dendrocolaptinae (Marantz et al. 2003, Kirwan 
& Collar in prep.), more recent molecular studies focused on Amazonian headwater 
regions have detected intrageneric hybridisation zones among Hypocnemis, Willisornis and 
Rhegmatorhina antbirds (Thamnophilidae), Dendrocincla, Xiphorhynchus and Glyphorynchus 
woodcreepers (Furnariidae) and Pipra and Lepidothrix manakins (Pipridae) (Weir et al. 2015, 
Sampaio et al. 2020, Del-Rio et al. 2021). Several hybrid combinations have been recognised 
in the last-named family based on both historical specimens and recent genetic research 
(Hellmayr 1929, Gyldenstolpe 1951, Parkes 1961, Stotz 1993, Haffer 1997, Kirwan & Green 
2011, Sampaio et al. 2020), although it should be noted that Pipridae belongs to a cohort 
(Tyrannida) long separated from antbirds, woodcreepers, etc. (Furnariida), with a quite 
different breeding system (Fjeldså et al. 2020: 72‒73). That most of this research post-dates 
Winker’s paper does potentially suggest that the hybrid ‘spectre’ is not so easily shaken off. 
If the holotype of striatigularis were subsequently shown to be of hybrid origin, that name 
could not be used, under Art. 23.8 (ICZN 1999), so the correct name would of necessity 
revert to saltuarius.

In view of the above, we consider that the imposition of strict priority in this case would 
be detrimental, and propose that reversal of precedence be maintained. As the conditions 
of Art. 23.9.1 are clearly not met, we are preparing an application to the ICZN, under Art. 
23.9.3, requesting that reversal of precedence be formally imposed2. The purpose of the 
application will simply be to maintain current usage while incorporating the formal backing 
required by the Code. While the case is being adjudicated by the ICZN Commission, current 
usage must be maintained (Art. 23.9.3).
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