
 

IX

To produce a guide book to the beetle fauna 
of Australia is a daunting task. Even such a 
modest work as this one requires much 
specialist knowledge. We asked a number of 
coleopterists to help us with our work.  
Dr Chris Reid assisted us significantly by 
reading the manuscript and correcting it 
where it was necessary. He also helped by 
identifying many of the Chrysomelidae and 
some of the other species illustrated. His 
help is most appreciated.

Dr Martin Baehr, Mr Justine Bartlett,  
Dr Donald S Chandler, Dr Andrew R Cline, 
Mr Roger de Keyzer, Ms Lynne Forster,  
Mr Graham Goodyer, Mr Andreas Herrman, 
Dr Pawel Jaloszynski, Dr Geoff Monteith, 
Mr Allen Sundholm, Dr Chris Watts,  
Dr Adam Slipinski, Mr Tom Weir and Prof 
Dr Daniel K Young gave very generous 
assistance by identifying some of our more 
difficult beetles and provided most helpful, 
constructive criticism of the text.

Mr Al Allen, Dr James Cornell, Dr 
Michel Delpont, Mr Paul Hutchison, Mr 
Stephane Letirant, Dr Otto Merkl and Mr 
Attila Podlussány gave valuable advice on 
the identity of some of the pictured beetles.

Dr Jeffrey Gruber, Mr Owen Kelly, Mr 
Roger de Keyzer, Dr Michael C Thomas, Mr 
Andreas Urban, and Mr John Gooderham 
and Dr Edward Tsyrlin, authors of The 
Waterbug Book, graciously allowed us to use 
some of their photographs.

We gratefully acknowledge the excellent 
resources provided by the Australian 
Museum’s FaunaNet website. We have 
obtained most valuable information from 
it, regarding flower chafers and Christmas 
beetles.

We are also very grateful to all those 
authors whose publications we have used to 
gather information for this book. Some 
specific references can be found in the 
endnotes, but we couldn’t possibly find 
room for all; they are too numerous to 
mention here, as their work would fill an 
entire library.

Mentioning all these eminent 
coleopterists should not be perceived as a 
disguised disclaimer. Any errors in 
identification or other faults in the text 
result from our own assumptions or mis-
interpretation of correct advice received.

We also would like to thank Mr Phil 
Colman, who kindly assisted us by reading 
and correcting the earliest versions of the 
introductory chapters. We are indebted to  
Dr David Britton for allowing us to 
photograph some specimens in the Australian 
Museum’s Coleoptera collection.

We are grateful for the ever-present 
expert assistance of Mr Nick Alexander of 
CSIRO Publishing and for the generosity of 
the publishers who allowed us to use some 
illustrations from their great book, The 
Insects of Australia.
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