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The RAP survey of the Mountains of Southwest China and publication of this RAP report were 
made possible by generous financial support from The Walt Disney Company (TWDC). This RAP 
survey was part of Mission Himalayas, a scientific and outreach collaboration between Conservation 
International, The Walt Disney Company, and Discovery Networks US (DN) to raise awareness of 
the biodiversity and conservation of the Himalayan region and to obtain background information 
for Disney's Expedition Everest - Legend of the Forbidden Mountain. 

First and foremost we thank Dr. Russ Mittermeier, Conservation International (CI) President for 
initiating this project with Disney and for participating in filming in China and site visits to the 
Himalayas. Very special thanks go to Joe Rohde from Walt Disney Imagineering (WDI) for his 
creative inspiration and conservation perspective that started this collaboration, for his entertaining 
company in the field, and for sharing his extensive knowledge of Tibetan culture.

Many people and institutions were involved in making this RAP survey and Mission Himalayas 
successful. Special thanks also go to Jennifer Gerstin from WDI for all her hard work to make this 
project happen and to Dr. Anne Savage from Disney’s Animal Kingdom (DAK) for her contagious 
enthusiasm and participation in the RAP surveys. We also especially thank Suzy O’Hara, who was 
instrumental in Mission Himalayas and for coordinating all the media aspects. We thank Disney 
Parks & Resorts Chairman Jay Rasulo, and many others from Disney who supported this project, 
especially Lori Amon, Jerry Montgomery, Carole Munroe, Jamie Olofson, Diego Parras, Ken 
Potrock, Kim Sams (DWCF), Tony Shepherd, David Sibila, Dr. Beth Stevens, and Marilyn Waters. 

We are grateful to Discovery Networks US for joining Mission Himalayas and for featuring the 
Mountains of Southwest China in their TV programming. We especially thank Clark Bunting 
for initiating and guiding Discovery’s participation in this project. Posthumously, we thank Jamie 
Roberts for his key role on the Discovery/Animal Planet leadership team. Thanks to Dr. Lucy 
Spelman, Barney Revill and Jeff Corwin for covering the action in the field. We also thank Allan 
Butler, Yehuda Goldman, Annie Howell, Bill Margol, Michael Prettyman, and Lori Rothschild from 
Discovery, and Andrew Jackson from Tigress Productions for their support. 

Many people from CI’s Center for Environmental Leadership in Business (CELB) helped coordinate 
the Mission Himalayas collaboration, especially the media aspects. We especially thank Julian 
Texeira, Jason Anderson, and Adam Schoenberg for their support. We also thank Leslie Kasmir and 
Jennifer McCullough from CI’s Rapid Assessment Program for their invaluable logistical support. 
CI-China staff provided invaluable logistical and field coordination. We especially thank Lu Zhi, 
Director of CI-China; Li Shengzhi, Director of CI-Chengdu; Shen Xiaoli, CI's Sacred Lands Project 
Coordinator; Wang Hao, CI-China scientist, and Li Jianhong for all their support.We also thank 
Philip Chou, CI-DC, China Program Coordinator for his translating assistance and company in the 
field. Our thanks also go to Miss Kim, Miss Zhu, and Mr. Leo for their assistance with translation 
services.

We especially thank Sun Zhiyu, Wang Xin, Zhao Jie, Fu Jianrong from the Sichuan Academy of 
Forestry for their cogent logistical support and high-efficienct organizing.During the survey, we 
encountered the largest rainstorm over the last 50 years and the road to our survey site was heavily 
damaged. It was their logistic support and effort that ensured the success of our survey and a pleasant 
cooperation among all team members. 
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