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DESCRIPTION OF RAP SURVEY SITES

The RAP team surveyed the aquatic and terrestrial flora and
fauna of the Upper Palumeu River Watershed of Southeast-
ern Suriname, close to the border with Brazil. This area is
possibly the most remote, pristine, and unexplored rainforest
region of Suriname. The area is entirely forested with 16 dif-
ferent land cover types ranging from lowland floodplain
forest to isolated mountain peaks over 780 m elevation. The
RAP team surveyed four sites: 1) Upper Palumeu River,
where the river becomes a small creek, mostly seasonally
flooded forest with some high dryland forest on granite

hills and swamp forest at ~270 m a.s.l., 2) Grensgebergte
mountaintop at 800 m, exposed granitic rock surrounded
by forest, with a mixture of vegetation types including cyper
grasses and bromeliads with orchids and gesneriads on

the slopes, low shrub vegetation on the rock, low savan-

nah forest and dryland forest on granite hills, 3) Makrutu
Creck at the junction of the Upper Palumeu River and the
Makrutu Creek, aquatic ecosystems and seasonally flooded
forest along the waterways, and 4) Middle Palumeu River
and Kasikasima Mountain, a unique granitic mountain
formation that rises over 700 m above the rainforest with
vegetation similar to that of the Grensgebergte, and lowland
(-200 m a.s.l.) seasonally flooded forest, high dryland forest
on granite hills, and savanna forest.

Southeastern Suriname is one of the last extensive, pristine
tracts of rainforest left on Earth. Conservation of these
forests and rivers, and the natural services they provide to the
people of Suriname is important to the future of the country
and the region. Since virtually nothing is known scientifi-
cally, the first step in protecting Southeastern Suriname is to
collect baseline biological and socio-economic data for the
region. This RAP survey provides data to guide conservation
and sustainable development activities in Southeastern Suri-
name and provide the scientific justification for protection of
this diverse and important region.

MAJOR RESULTS

Results from all of the taxonomic groups surveyed during
the RAP survey reveal that Southeastern Suriname contains
very high biodiversity and is in pristine condition with virtu-
ally no human influence. All of the taxonomic groups except
the large mammals indicate that Southeastern Suriname is
unique from other areas of the Guiana Shield, containing
many species not found elsewhere. Plant species composi-
tion differs from the flora of northern Suriname and several
bird species appear in Southeastern Suriname that are not
found in the north. Water quality and fish diversity are high,
indicating that the area, which encompasses the headwaters
of many of Suriname’s major rivers, provides plentiful fresh-
water resources. The range of elevations within the mountain
ranges and the pristine nature of the lowland forests within
Southeastern Suriname contribute to the high biological
diversity of the region. We found over fifty species that are
probably new to science, including eleven fishes, six frogs,
one snake, and many insects. The RAP results highlight the
importance of the diversity of the forests, species, and water-
sheds of Southeastern Suriname.
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