
Objectives 

This book provides a glimpse into the lwes of black entomolog!sts The term 
"black" refers collec2ively to people of ~13101 wlth origins on the African continent. 
Thus, African Americans and others of the African dlaspora represent the 
people highlighted in this book. As you may know, hvstoncally, blacks and 
other "people of color" seldom choose careers in the natural or life sciences, 
including entomology, for reasons that are not completely understmd (Rrchmond 
and Whitney 1990, Feir et al. 1990, Samrnons 1990, Baker 2000, Armstrong 
et al. 2007). For example, blaçks (Afncans and African Arnericans combined; 
students and nonstudents) represented p s t  2% of the membershlp of the 
Entomological Society of Arnerica (ESAI in December 2012 (Stelzig, €SA, 
unpublished data). Moreover, most universities with departments that offer 
doctoral prograrns in entomology have no black students, postdoctorates, or 
faculty on their rosters (WWB and EWR, unpubi!shed survey data) We belreve 
this pattern of low representation of blacks in the entomology professron in 
North America can change. Because of the dearth of 'olack (American born 
and African born) in the natural sciences, the objectlves of thls book are 
(1) to stimulate more interest In entomology as a viable profession for the 
undecided student and (2) to become a useful reference work to help high 
school, college, and university admlnistrators recruit and retain students and 
faculty. We also hope this book ml! stimulate more communication among 
black entomologists currently serving the profession in various venues, 
including academia, industry, and government, around the world. In a 
broader context, this book might be of significance to researchers interested 
in the history and sociology of science. 

In the first section of this book, we provide a tribute to the life and career of 
Dr. Charles H. Turner, who was most Ilkely the first black professlonal entomologrst 
in North America. In the second section, we provide memoirs of representative, 
living black entornologists. The third section includes an appendix of a bbreviated 
biographies of five deceased black entornolog!sts and an appendix of contact 
rnformatien for the aut hors who contrlbuted to thls book. 
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