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Help for Teaching Biology

In this issue, AIBS introduces a new feature for BioScience: “Teaching Biology,” a 
series of state-of-the-science, example-rich, well-referenced papers that emerged from

symposia presented at recent annual meetings of the National Association of Biology
Teachers (NABT). Each symposium is organized around a particular topic in evo-
lutionary biology by the immediate past-president of AIBS, with the advice and 
assistance of the AIBS Education Committee; the AIBS Education Office (with many
thanks to Susan Musante, who left AIBS recently, for her work on the first three 
symposia); Kristin Jenkins and Jory Weintraub at the National Evolutionary Synthesis
Center; and, for the first three symposia, staff at the Biological Sciences Curriculum
Study (BSCS). The topics are selected in consultation with the director of NABT.
After the theme of the symposium has been chosen, scientists who are working in the
forefront of research on major aspects of the topic are asked to present concepts, their
ideas about them, and examples useful to teachers in exciting, accessible talks.

The topic for the 2005 NABT symposium was “Evolution and the Environment.”
The discussion by Andrew Blaustein and Betsy Bancroft, from Oregon State
University, about the evolutionary considerations of amphibian population declines
became the first paper in our new series, presented in this issue of BioScience (see p.
437). In the next few months, contributions are expected from Barbara Schaal,
Kenneth Olsen, and Luiz Carvalho, of Washington University, on evolution and
diversification in the tropical crop cassava; from Jonathan Losos, of Harvard
University, on integrating historical and experimental approaches to study the evo-
lutionary diversification of island lizards in the West Indies; and from Anthony
Barnosky and Brian Kraatz, of the University of California at Berkeley, on the role
of climate change in the evolution of mammals. All of these papers are oriented
around an understanding of the relationship of environmental factors to evolution.

The 2006 symposium topic was “Macroevolution,” that part of evolutionary biol-
ogy that deals with the evolution of new lineages of organisms (evolution above the
species level) and the development of new morphologies and behaviors associated
with them. AIBS plans to publish reports from the presentations at that symposium
in coming months.

Educators who want more background information about each speaker’s contri-
bution and research area should visit www.aibs.org/special-symposia, where a num-
ber of items are posted, including profiles of the speakers, downloadable files of the
talks, science and teaching resources for each presentation, and information on
ordering the materials from a BSCS workshop on evolution teaching resources.

AIBS is strongly committed to biological education, and welcomes the opportu-
nity to provide teachers with access to good science. We welcome comments from
educators about the usefulness of these symposia papers in BioScience and the
accompanying material on the Web, and we would like to know what kinds of
topics in evolutionary biology you would like to see discussed. Let us hear from you!

MARVALEE H. WAKE
Past-President, AIBS

doi:10.1641/B570501
Include this information when citing this material.

Editorial

BioScience
Organisms from Molecules to the Environment
American Institute of Biological Sciences

PUBLISHER
Richard T. O’Grady

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Timothy M. Beardsley

SENIOR EDITOR
Donna Daniels Verdier

PRODUCTION MANAGER / ART DIRECTOR
Herman Marshall

PUBLICATIONS ASSISTANT
Jennifer A. Williams

Editors: Eye on Education: Samantha J. Katz
(educationoffice@aibs.org); Feature articles: Cathy
Lundmark (features@aibs.org); Washington Watch:
Robert E. Gropp (publicpolicy@aibs.org).
Editorial Associate: Barbara J. Orton.
Editorial Board: Agriculture: Sonny Ramaswamy;
Animal Behavior: Janice Moore; Animal Development:
Paula Mabee; Botany: Kathleen Donohue; Cell
Biology: Randy Wayne; Ecology: Scott Collins, Daniel
Simberloff; Ecotoxicology: Judith S. Weis; Education:
Gordon E. Uno; Environmental Policy: Gordon
Brown, J. Michael Scott; Evolutionary Biology: James
Mallet; Genetics and Evolution: Martin Tracey;
History and Philosophy: Richard M. Burian;
Invertebrate Biology: Kirk Fitzhugh; Landscape
Ecology: Monica Turner; Microbiology: Edna S.
Kaneshiro; Molecular Biology: David Hillis; Molecular
Evolution and Genomics: David Rand; Neurobiology:
Cole Gilbert; Plant Development: Cynthia S. Jones;
Policy Forum: Eric A. Fischer; Population Biology: Ben
Pierce; Professional Biologist: Jean Wyld; Sensing and
Computation: Geoffrey M. Henebry; Statistics: Kent E.
Holsinger; Vertebrate Biology: Harvey B. Lillywhite.
Editorial Correspondence: 1444 I Street, NW,
Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005; telephone: 202-628-
1500; fax: 202-628-1509; e-mail: bioscience@aibs.org.
Instructions for preparing a manuscript for BioScience
can be found at www.aibs.org/bioscience/resources/
Info_for_contribs.pdf.
Advertising: For information on both display and
line classified advertisements and deadlines, contact
John Rasanen, American Geological Institute;
telephone: 703-379-2480, ext. 224; fax: 703-
379-7563; e-mail: jrasanen@aibs.org.
BioScience (ISSN 0006-3568) is published monthly
except July/August combined by the American
Institute of Biological Sciences. To subscribe, call 
1-800-992-2427, ext. 29. Individual membership:
sustaining, $90/yr; individual, $70/yr; family, $90/yr
(includes $36 for BioScience); emeritus, $50/yr; K–12
teacher/administrator, $45/yr (includes $22 for
BioScience); graduate and postdoctoral students, $40/yr
(includes $21 for BioScience); undergraduate and K–12
students, $20/yr (includes $15 for BioScience); lifetime,
$1400 (one-time fee). Institutional subscriptions:
domestic, $337/yr; foreign, $404/yr. Single copies: $14
plus shipping and handling for up to 20 copies; vol-
ume discounts available for more than 20 (call 1-800-
992-2427, ext. 29). Subscription renewal month is
shown in the four-digit year–month code in the upper
right corner of the mailing label.
© 2007 American Institute of Biological Sciences. All
rights reserved. Periodical postage paid at Washington,
DC, and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to BioScience
Circulation, AIBS, 1313 Dolley Madison Blvd.,
Suite 402, McLean, VA 22101. Printed in USA. AIBS
authorizes photocopying for internal or personal 
use, provided the appropriate fee is paid directly to 
the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood 
Drive, Danvers, MA 01923; telephone: 978-750-8400;
fax: 978-750-4744; Web site: www.copyright.com.
To photocopy articles for classroom use, request 
authorization, subject to conditions thereof, from the
Academic Permissions Service at CCC. Each copy must
say “© [year] by the American Institute of Biological
Sciences.” Statements and opinions expressed in
BioScience are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of the American
Institute of Biological Sciences, the editors, the 
publisher, or the institutions with which the authors
are affiliated. The editors, publisher, and AIBS disclaim
any responsibility or liability for such material.

www.biosciencemag.org May 2007 / Vol. 57 No. 5 •  BioScience 387

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/BioScience on 24 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use


