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SCROTAL HERNIA IN A WHITE-TAILED DEER*

M. W. SCHLEGEL and T. A. LEEGE, Idaho Fish and Game Dept., Kamiah, Id. 83536

R. F. LAPEN, Department of Veterinary Microbiology, Pullman, Washington 99163

A mature male white-tailed deer (Odo-
coileus virginianus ochrourus) in prime
condition was found dead November 20,
1971, near Stites, Idaho. The animal had
an enlargement approximately 28 x 18 x
18 cm in the scrotal area (Fig. 1).

At necropsy. the testicles and a signifi-
cant portion of the small and Jarge intes-
tines were in the enlarged scrotum. No

adhesions were found and the inguinal
canal was not constricting the intestines.

The apparent lack of complications in
this scrotal hernia and the large size and
well developed wall of the scrotum sug-
gest the herniated intestines were func-
tional for some time. The prime condition
of the carcass supports this.

The cause of death was not determined.

FIGURE 1.

White-tailed deer with scrotal hernia.

* A contribution from Idaho Federal Aid Project W-139-R.
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