" BioOne COMPLETE

New Year, New Administration, New Opportunities

Author: Colwell, Rita R.

Source: BioScience, 58(11) : 1003

Published By: American Institute of Biological Sciences
URL.: https://doi.org/10.1641/B581101

BioOne Complete (complete.BioOne.org) is a full-text database of 200 subscribed and open-access titles
in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences published by nonprofit societies, associations,
museums, institutions, and presses.

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Complete website, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Complete content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non - commercial use.
Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher as
copyright holder.

BioOne sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise connecting authors, nonprofit
publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common goal of maximizing access to
critical research.

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/BioScience on 19 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



PUBLISHER
Richard T. O’Grady

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Timothy M. Beardsley

SENIOR EDITOR
Donna Daniels Verdier

PRODUCTION MANAGER / ART DIRECTOR
Herman Marshall

PEER REVIEW / EXTERNAL RELATIONS
Jennifer A. Williams

MANUSCRIPT EDITOR
Laura C. Sullivan

Editors: Eye on Education: Cathy Lundmark
(educationoffice@aibs.org); Feature articles: Cathy
Lundmark (features@aibs.org); Washington Watch:
Robert E. Gropp (publicpolicy@aibs.org).

Editorial Board: Agriculture: Sonny Ramaswamy;
Animal Behavior: Janice Moore; Animal Development:
Paula Mabee; Botany: Kathleen Donohue; Cell
Biology: Randy Wayne; Ecology: Scott Collins, Daniel
Simberloff; Ecotoxicology: Judith S. Weis; Education:
Gordon E. Uno; Environmental Policy: Gordon
Brown, J. Michael Scott; Evolutionary Biology: James
Mallet; Genetics and Evolution: Martin Tracey;
History and Philosophy: Richard M. Burian;
Invertebrate Biology: Kirk Fitzhugh; Landscape
Ecology: Monica Turner; Microbiology: Edna S.
Kaneshiro; Molecular Biology: David Hillis; Molecular
Evolution and Genomics: David Rand; Neurobiology:
Cole Gilbert; Plant Development: Cynthia S. Jones;
Policy Forum: Eric A. Fischer; Population Biology: Ben
Pierce; Professional Biologist: Jean Wyld; Sensing and
Computation: Geoffrey M. Henebry; Statistics: Kent E.
Holsinger; Vertebrate Biology: Harvey B. Lillywhite.
Editorial Correspondence: 1444 I Street, NW,

Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005; telephone: 202-628-
15005 fax: 202-628-1509; e-mail: bioscience@aibs.org.
Instructions for preparing a manuscript for BioScience
can be found at www.aibs.org/bioscience/resources/
Info_for_contribs.pdf.

Advertising: For display advertisements, contact
Colin MacKenzie; telephone: 604-726-4294; fax:
510-642-9917; e-mail: colin.mackenzie@ucpress.
edu. For classified advertisements, contact Jennifer
A. Williams; telephone: 202-628-1500, ext. 209;

fax: 202-628-1509; e-mail: jwilliams@aibs.org.
BioScience (ISSN 0006-3568) is published monthly
except July/August combined by the American
Institute of Biological Sciences. To subscribe, call
1-800-992-2427, ext. 29. Individual membership:
sustaining, $90/yr; individual, $70/yr; family, $90/yr
(includes $36 for BioScience); emeritus, $50/yr; K—12
teacher/administrator, $45/yr (includes $22 for
BioScience); graduate and postdoctoral students, $40/yr
(includes $21 for BioScience); undergraduate and K—12
students, $20/yr (includes $15 for BioScience); lifetime,
$1400 (one-time fee). Institutional subscriptions:
domestic, $367/yr; foreign, $440/yr. Single copies: $14
plus shipping and handling for up to 20 copies; vol-
ume discounts available for more than 20 (call 1-800-
992-2427, ext. 29). Subscription renewal month is
shown in the four-digit year-month code in the upper
right corner of the mailing label.

© 2008 American Institute of Biological Sciences. All
rights reserved. Periodical postage paid at Washington,
DC, and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to BioScience
Circulation, AIBS, 1313 Dolley Madison Blvd.,

Suite 402, McLean, VA 22101. Printed in USA. AIBS
authorizes photocopying for internal or personal

use, provided the appropriate fee is paid directly to

the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood

Drive, Danvers, MA 01923; telephone: 978-750-8400;
fax: 978-750-4744; Web site: www.copyright.com.

To photocopy articles for classroom use, request
authorization, subject to conditions thereof, from the
Academic Permissions Service at CCC. Each copy must
say “© [year] by the American Institute of Biological
Sciences.” Statements and opinions expressed in
BioScience are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the official positions of the American
Institute of Biological Sciences, the editors, the
publisher, or the institutions with which the authors
are affiliated. The editors, publisher, and AIBS disclaim
any responsibility or liability for such material.

www.biosciencemag.org

e Editorial

BioScience

Organisms from Molecules to the Environment
American Institute of Biological Sciences

New Year, New Administration, New Opportunities

he economy took a nose-dive in the fall of 2008, with all indicators showing

a free fall: inflation at nearly 6 percent—its highest level in 17 years—unemployment
at 6 percent, no net job growth in the private sector for most of 2008, plummeting
housing prices, and record losses in the banking industry. Public investments in
technology, a major component of which is the Internet, have reaped huge benefits for
the economy in the past. Remember, however, that it is science that supports the
technology we need to keep America great in the 21st century.

Within a few short years, an estimated seven billion people will populate the planet,
and all of them will need food, shelter, and water. Natural resources are dwindling, and
the challenges of achieving energy security, assuring good quality of life in old age,
securing safe water to drink, finding workable responses to climate change, and
protecting public health will loom large. None of these challenges can be met without
developing and employing new technologies.

Again, remember: science fuels technology through creative inspiration and
innovation. Strengthening the science enterprise in the United States will ensure this
country’s continued leadership in the global community. But this cannot happen
unless integrity is restored to US science policy, significant investments are made in
fundamental research, a national commitment is made to science education—from
K-12 to our research universities—and the public’s understanding and appreciation of
the nature of science and its contributions to the quality of life are fully realized.
Academic research depends on the support of the government and the general public
alike, in coordination with government policies that stimulate the creation of new
companies, ensure healthy markets, and mitigate risks and barriers.

A US intelligence report for the next president, previewed in a speech by analyst
Thomas Fingar, predicts that US dominance will diminish as the world is reshaped
by globalization, battered by climate change, and destabilized by regional upheavals
over shortages of food, water, and energy (www.dni.gov/speeches/20080904_speech.pdf).
Another report issued by the National Academies (National Academy of Sciences,
National Academy of Engineering, and Institute of Medicine), Science and Technology
for America’s Progress: Ensuring the Best Presidential Appointments in the New Adminis-
tration (www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12481#toc), indicates that “the nation is in
need of exceptionally able scientists, engineers, and health professionals to serve in
executive positions in the federal government.” Approximately 80 high-level science
and technology appointees will be critical to advising the new president on issues from
energy to health care to economic growth.

The message and action plans for America are clear: fund basic research well and
appoint outstanding talent to critical posts in government to guide and nurture science,
engineering, and technology. Scientific disciplines and associations must break through
their traditional walls and work together to help meet this challenge. The American
Institute of Biological Sciences stands ready to join forces with other like-minded
parties in this crucial effort. The needs are clear and the mantra of the forces we are
struggling against is all too familiar. Let us see that the message is heard and needed
actions are taken.

RITA R. COLWELL
President, AIBS
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