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Scientific Notes 399

CORRECTED SPECIES IDENTIFICATION OF THE PREDATOR ORIUS
PUMILIO (HETEROPTERA: ANTHOCORIDAE) IN A RESEARCH COLONY

JEFFREY P. SHAPIRO1 AND STEPHEN M. FERKOVICH1,2

1Center for Medical, Agricultural, and Veterinary Entomology, Agricultural Research Service,
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 1600 SW 23rd Drive, Gainesville, FL 32608

2 Retired

Our laboratories have reported on the preda-
tory minute pirate bugs (Family Anthocoridae) in
a research colony that was obtained in Dec 2002.
The species was originally thought to be Orius in-
sidiosus (Say) (Ferkovich & Shapiro 2004a,
2004b, 2007; Ferkovich & Shapiro 2005a, 2005b,
2005c; Ferkovich et al. 2007). However, specimens
from the colony were identified as O. pumilio
(Champion) by T. Lewis (USDA, ARS, Wapato,
WA) in Apr 2008, not O. insidiosus as previously
reported in the publications listed above.

In response to the discovery of O. pumilio in
our acquired colony, repeated collections from
flower heads of false Queen Anne’s Lace (Ammi
majus) on an organic farm in Gainesville, Florida,
yielded both species in unequal numbers and at
differing sex ratios. Conclusive identifications of
O. pumilio from the laboratory colony and field
collections, and O. insidiosus from field collec-
tions, were confirmed by T. Henry (USDA-ARS
Systematic Entomology Laboratory, National Mu-
seum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, Washington, D.C.).
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