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(23°47’44”S, 56°17’22”W). The specimen lacked a 
head and showed some damage to the carapace, but 
retained both hind limbs and one forelimb ( ).
Fused epiphyses of the long bones indicated that the 

from the specimen, but the carapace was complete 
apart from some two small areas of damage which 
resulted in some missing scutes. Scute counts, scute 

this specimen was referable to C. unicinctus ( ).
The specimen is catalogued in the PLT registered 
collection with the specimen number CZPLT-M 001.

An adult male C. unicinctus ( ) was collect-
ed alive on 13 April 2011 at Estancia Las Mañanitas, 
Departamento San Pedro (23°41’28”S, 56°13’00”W; 
ca. 30 km E, 20 km N of Santa Rosa del Aguaray). 

-
rado biome ( ). This individual was col-
lected, prepared as a skin and skull specimen, and 
cataloged as CZPLT-M 002

A review of Cabassous specimens deposited 
in the Museo Nacional de Historia Natural del 
Paraguay (MNHNP) revealed an additional speci-
men of C. unicinctus from Paraguay. MNHNP 919 
(skin and skull, skull not found or examined by 
us) was collected 12 July 1988 at Parque Nacional 
Cerro Corá (approx. 1.5 km east of administration 

given, estimated by us as 22°39’03”S, 56°00’46”W).
Although catalogued as C. tatouay, measurements 
and scute counts ( ) identify the specimen as 
C. unicinctus.

An additional Cabassous specimen from near 
Cerro Corá (22°38’37”S, 56°00’58”W, ca. 0.6 km NW 
of the previous Cerro Corá locality) is also depos-
ited in the MNHNP. The specimen was collected 

individual is, however, clearly referable to C. tatouay
( ), thus extending Ubaid et al.’s (2010) report 
(from São Paulo state, Brazil) of sympatric distribu-
tions of these two congeners into the Paraguayan 
cerrado / Atlantic Forest transitional mosaic. 

With southern populations of C. unicinctus per-
haps threatened in Brazil (Machado et al., 1998), the 
discovery of this species in Paraguay assumes both 

species may be more widespread in Paraguay than 
is currently known, given the scarcity of records and 
the increasing conversion of land to agriculture in 
the Oriental region of Paraguay, it may be safest to 
assume that the species is of national conservation 
concern.

This addition to the national mammal list means 
that 12 species of armadillo are now documented as 
occurring in Paraguay, second only to Argentina with 
15 and more than Brazil with 10 (Abba & Superina 

2010). Paraguay is furthermore the only country in 
which three species of Cabassous are documented 
as occurring within its national borders. We follow 
Wetzel et al. (2007) in considering the reported pres-
ence of C. chacoensis in Brazil, based on a single spec-
imen from a zoological garden, as probably in error. 

Cabassous unicinctus
Atkinson).

Cabassous unicinctus, CZPLT-M 002. A. photo of live 
animal (Photo Helen Pheasey); B. photo of prepared 
specimen showing distinguishing characteristics 
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