
COVER PHOTOGRAPH: GEOGRAPHIC HARBOR,
KATMAI NATIONAL PARK, ALASKA, USA

Source: Journal of Coastal Research, 2010(265)

Published By: Coastal Education and Research Foundation

URL: https://doi.org/10.2112/1551-5036-26.5.fmii

BioOne Complete (complete.BioOne.org) is a full-text database of 200 subscribed and open-access titles
in the biological, ecological, and environmental sciences published by nonprofit societies, associations,
museums, institutions, and presses.

Your use of this PDF, the BioOne Complete website, and all posted and associated content indicates your
acceptance of BioOne’s Terms of Use, available at www.bioone.org/terms-of-use.

Usage of BioOne Complete content is strictly limited to personal, educational, and non - commercial use.
Commercial inquiries or rights and permissions requests should be directed to the individual publisher as
copyright holder.

BioOne sees sustainable scholarly publishing as an inherently collaborative enterprise connecting authors, nonprofit
publishers, academic institutions, research libraries, and research funders in the common goal of maximizing access to
critical research.

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/Journal-of-Coastal-Research on 24 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



COVER PHOTOGRAPH

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: GEOGRAPHIC HARBOR, KATMAI NATIONAL PARK, ALASKA, USA

A Mother Brown Bear (Ursus arctos) and Her Cub Foraging

A mother brown bear (Ursus arctos) and her young cub comb the shoreline of Geographic Harbor in Katmai National State
Park during low tide. Brown bears rule the nearly 400 miles of rugged coastline of this national park situated at the base of
the Alaska Peninsula. It has been federally protected since 1918 and became a national park in 1980. This cub is learning to
dig for clams along the shoreline of the Arctic harbor at low tide. Certain bears utilize this foraging habitat by hunting for
mussels, isopods, barnacles, marine worms (polychaetes and peanut worms), and small intertidal fishes (blennies and sand
lances). These organisms are high in digestible protein and, therefore, the bears will not have to spend much time eating
vegetation in order to meet their daily energy needs. The intertidal flats are great for finding clams, but also safer for young
cubs because dangerous adult males are rarely seen in these habitats.

Geographic Harbor is located in the southwest base of the Alaskan Peninsula, and is immediately adjacent to Amalik Bay.
This harbor receives its heavy tide fluctuations directly from the Shelikof Strait, and by doing so, much of the harbor coast
becomes exposed for foraging brown bears during low tide. The Alaska Current and the Alaska Coastal Current are the
closest ocean currents that affect this shoreline, and allow this tidal flat to be enriched with a multitude of invertebrates and
small fish.

(Photograph by Jim Mahoney, Wildlife Photographer, West Palm Beach, Florida, USA).
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