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SumMmaRry. — We report the first documented record of Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
in Brazil, and the second record of Little Egret Egretta Qarzetta, both of them on the
island of Fernando de Noronha. A single A. purpurea was present between March
2017 and March 2018, and an E. garzetta on just one date in March 2017.

The archipelago of Fernando de Noronha (03°52'00”S, 32°25'00” W) lies 356 km off
north-east Brazil (Fig. 1). The largest island, Fernando de Noronha, is c.10 km long by
3.5 km wide, and part of the archipelago lies within two protected areas: Fernando de
Noronha Marine National Park and Fernando de Noronha-Rocas-Sao Pedro e Sao Paulo
Environmental Protection Area (Bencke et al. 2006). The main island has mostly dry
deciduous vegetation with a few man-made reservoirs, the largest being Agude do Xaréu
(Castro 2009).

At least 75 bird species have been recorded on Fernando de Noronha (Silva-e-Silva
2008), including several migrant or vagrant water and shorebirds, many of the latter at
Acude do Xaréu (Silva-e-Silva & Olmos 2006). Five species of Palearctic herons have been
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Figure 1. Location of records of Purple Heron Ardea purpurea and Little Egret Egretta garzetta on Fernando
de Noronha.
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2017 (Roggério de Castro)

recorded in Brazil: Purple Heron Ardea purpurea, Grey Heron A. cinerea, Squacco Heron
Ardeola ralloides, Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis and Little Egret E. garzetta (Silva-e-Silva
& Olmos 2006, Fedrizzi et al. 2007, Silva-e-Silva 2008). All records of these species to date are
from Fernando de Noronha or Rocas Sao Pedro e Sao Paulo, with Purple Heron, Western
Reef Heron and Squacco Heron on the former. The many records of Ardeola ralloides suggest
it is established on Fernando de Noronha (see Whittaker et al. in press). However, Ardea
purpurea was observed only in June 1986, an ‘immature’, which record lacks documentation
(Teixeira et al. 1987, Piacentini ef al. 2015), and the only record of Egretta garzetta was at Rocas
Sao Pedro e Sao Paulo (Bencke et al. 2005), a small and isolated group of rocky islets 1,100
km north-east of the coast of Rio Grande do Norte and 630 km north-east of Fernando de
Noronha. Here we describe the first documented record of Ardea purpurea in Brazil, and the
second for E. garzetta.

On 19 March 2017 RC observed a young Ardea purpurea at Acude do Xaréu (Fig. 2;
http://www.wikiaves.com/2504428). Identification was straightforward. Young have more
uniform brown upperparts feathers with buff fringes, and a dull brown bill and legs,
showing much less yellow than adults (Martinez-Villata et al. 2019a). On 22-24 March 2017,
more photographs were taken by EF. The bird was photographed also on 26 April (http://
www.wikiaves.com/2550155), as well as 14 August (http://www.wikiaves.com/2666868)
and 29 December, always in the same place (http://www.wikiaves.com/2842424). On 14
March 2018 (when in adult plumage) it was photographed again (http://www.wikiaves.
com/2938367). AW & Joao Paulo Ferreira da Silva (JP) saw it on 27-28 March and the bird
was observed several more times by JP until late April 2018, at either Agude do Xaréu or
Acude do Ema.

On 21 March 2017 EAF photographed (Fig. 3) an adult Little Egret Egretta garzetta
on Fernando de Noronha at Ponta do Air France (03°49'50”S 32°23'55”W). The bird was
identified by its long thin bill, dark legs and yellow feet, and distinctive head, breast and back
plumes (Martinez-Villata et al. 2019b). Snowy Egret E. thula has bright yellow feet (and rear
tarsus), yellow lores and is shorter billed (Bencke et al. 2005, Martinez-Villata ef al. 2019b).
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Figure 3. Little Egret Egretta garzetta, Ponta do Air France, Fernando de Noronha, Pernambuco, Brazil, March
2017 (Eduardo Augusto Ferreira)

Western Reef Heron E. gularis is polymorphic in plumage, which can be dark grey, usually
with a white throat, white or intermediate, with a mixture of white and grey (Fedrizzi et
al. 2007, Martinez-Villata et al. 2019b). The latter species has the eyes lemon yellow, maxilla
blackish, mandible yellowish, and the bill overall heavier and more decurved than in Little
Egret E. garzetta and Snowy Egret E. thula (Fedrizzi et al. 2007, Kirwan et al. 2019).

Discussion

Ardea purpurea occurs across Eurasia, Africa and Oceania, with migratory populations
in the former (Martinez-Villata et al. 2019a). Northern European breeders winter in Africa
and are capable of making long, non-stop flights, as demonstrated by seven birds marked
with satellite transmitters that flew c.4,000 km from the Netherlands to Morocco in 5-7 days,
with one A. purpurea travelling almost 5,600 km south-west over the Atlantic until it was lost
(van der Winden et al. 2010). There are few records of the species elsewhere in the Americas:
three in Trinidad & Tobago (Kenefick & Hayes 2006, Behrstock & Kenefick 2012) and six in
Barbados (Kirwan et al. 2019).

Little Egret is also widespread across Eurasia, Africa and Oceania, as well as Australia
and New Zealand (Martinez-Villata et al. 2019a). Within the last 70 years the species has
been increasingly frequently observed in the Americas, especially in the Lesser Antilles and
northern South America, with breeding recorded on at least two islands in the West Indies
(Downs 1959, Murphy 1992, Kirwan et al. 2019).

Our observations add to the growing body of observations of Palearctic vagrants
on Brazilian oceanic islands, including Northern Pintail Anas acuta, European Spoonbill
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Platalea leucorodia (Fedrizzi et al. 2007), Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (Bencke et al.
2005), Lesser Moorhen Gallinula angulata (Bencke et al. 2005) and Black Kite Milvus migrans
(Nunes et al. 2015). Fernando de Noronha seems to be a particularly propitious site for such
vagrants due to its size and the presence of (artificial) freshwater bodies with suitable prey
including introduced small fish and frogs.

Acknowledgements
To Wagner Nogueira for suggesting the correct identification of the Egretta garzefta. Ana Gabriela Ortiz
prepared the map. We also thank José Fernando Pacheco for his comments and suggestions on the
manuscript, and Joao Paulo Ferreira da Silva for sharing his observations.

References:

Behrstock, R. A. & Kenefick, M. 2012. First record of Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) for Tobago and third for
South America. J. Carib. Orn. 25: 87-88.

Bencke, G. A., Ott, P., Moreno, I, Tavares, M. & Caon, G. 2005. Old World birds new to the Brazilian territory
recorded in the archipelago of Sdo Pedro and Sao Paulo, equatorial Atlantic Ocean. Ararajuba 13:
126-129.

Bencke, G. A., Mauricio, G. N., Develey, P. F. & Goerck, ]. M. 2006. Areas importantes para a conservagio das aves
no Brasil. Parte I — Estados do Dominio da Mata Atlintica. SAVE Brasil, Sao Paulo.

Downs, W. G. 1959. Little Egret banded in Spain taken in Trinidad. Auk 76: 241-242.

Fedrizzi, C. E., Carlos, C.]., Vaske, T., Bugoni, L., Viana, D. & Véras, D. P. 2007. Western Reef-Heron Egrefta
gularis in Brazil (Ciconiiformes: Ardeidae). Rev. Bras. Orn. 15: 481-483.

Kenefick, M. & Hayes, F. E. 2006. Trans-Atlantic vagrancy of Palearctic birds in Trinidad and Tobago. ]. Carib.
Orn. 19: 61-72.

Kirwan, G. M., Levesque, A., Oberle, M. & Sharpe, C. J. 2019. Birds of the West Indies. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.

Martinez-Villata, A., Motis, A. & Kirwan, G. M. 2019a. Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea). In del Hoyo, J., Elliott,
A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D. A. & de Juana, E. (eds.) Handbook of the birds of the world Alive. Lynx Edicions,
Barcelona (retrieved from http://www.hbw.com/mode/52683 in January 2019).

Martinez-Villata, A., Motis, A. & Kirwan, G. M. 2019b. Little Egret (Egrefta garzetta). In del Hoyo, J., Elliott,
A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D. A. & de Juana, E. (eds.) Handbook of the birds of the world Alive. Lynx Edicions,
Barcelona (retrieved from http://www.hbw.com/mode/52694 in January 2019).

Murphy, W. L. 1992. Notes on the occurrence of the Little Egret (Egrefta garzetta) in the Americas, with
reference to other Palearctic vagrants. Colonial Waterbirds 1: 113-123.

Nunes, G. T., Hoffmann, L. S., Macena, B. C. L., Bencke, G. A. & Bugoni, L. 2015. A Black Kite Milvus migrans
on the Saint Peter and Saint Paul archipelago, Brazil. Rev. Bras. Orn. 23: 31-35.

Piacentini, V. Q., Aleixo, A., Agne, C. E., Mauricio, G. N., Pacheco, J. F., Bravo, G. A,, Brito, G. R. R., Naka,
L. N., Olmos, F., Posso, S., Silveira, L. F., Betini, G. S., Carrano, E., Frangz, I., Lees, A. C., Lima, L. M.,
Pioli, D., Schunck, F., Amaral, F. S. R,, Bencke, G. A., Cohn-Haft, M., Figueiredo, L. F. A., Straube, F.
C. & Cesari, E. 2015. Annotated checklist of the birds of Brazil by the Brazilian Ornithological Records
Committee / Lista comentada das aves do Brasil pelo Comité Brasileiro de Registros Ornitoldgicos. Rev.
Bras. Orn. 23: 91-298.

Silva-e-Silva, R. & Olmos, F. 2006. Noteworthy bird records from Fernando de Noronha, northeastern Brazil.
Ararajuba 14: 470-473.

Silva-e-Silva, R. 2008. Aves de Fernando de Noronha. Avis Brasilis, Sdo Paulo.

Teixeira, D. M., Nacinovic, J. B. & Pontual, F. B. 1987. Notes on some birds of northeastern Brazil (2). Bull.
Brit. Orn. Cl. 107: 151-157.

Whittaker, A., Ferreira da Silva, J. P., Lucio, B. & Sharpe, C. J. in press. Notes on the avifauna of Fernando
de Noronha, including two additions to the Brazilian avifauna and predictions for potential future
Palearctic vagrants. Bull. Brit. Orn. CI. 139.

van der Winden, J., Poot, M. ]. M. & van Horssen, P. W. 2010. Large birds can migrate fast: the post-breeding
flight of the Purple Heron Ardea purpurea to the Sahel. Ardea 98: 395-402.

Addresses: Eduardo Augusto Ferrreira, Clube de Observadores de Aves do Rio de Janeiro-COA-R], Centro de
Ciéncias Humanas, Universidade Federal do Estado do Rio de Janeiro-UNIRIO, Av. Pasteur 458, Urca,
Rio de Janeiro, CEP 22290-255, Brazil, e-mail: easf35@gmail.com. Rogério de Castro, Instituto Brasilia
Ambiental —-IBRAM/DF, SEPN 511 BI-C Edificio Bittar IV, Asa Norte, Brasilia, Distrito Federal, CEP
70.750-543, Brazil. Rafael Fernandes, Departamento de Ciéncias, Faculdade de Formacao de Professores,
Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, FFP / UER], Rua Dr. Francisco Portela 1470, Patronato, Sao
Gongalo, Rio de Janeiro, CEP 24435-005, Brazil. Andrew Whittaker, Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi, CP
399, Belém, Pard, Brazil.

© 2019 The Authors; This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the ISSN-2513-9894
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial Licence, which permits unrestricted use, L (2 (Online)
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/Bulletin-of-the-British-Ornithologists’-Club on 24 Apr 2024

Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



