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APPENDIX S1: Questionnaire for the Survey 

1. Are you a JFMC/EDC member? 

2. Do you or your family member collect Yartsa Gunbu? 

3. Since how long have you been collecting Yartsa Gunbu? 

4. During which month do you go for the collection of Yartsa Gunbu? 

5. How many pieces of Yartsa gunbu one can collect per day? 

6. How much Yartsa Gunbu do you collect in a season? 

7. How many days do you spend in the field for collecting Yartsa Gunbu? 

8. Did you collect Yartsa Gunbu this time? How many pieces? 

9. How many times did you go for collecting Yartsa Gunbu this time? 

10. Name the locations from where you collect Yartsa Gunbu. 

11. How far do you go for collecting Yartsa Gunbu? Name the locations where Yartsa Gunbu is found? 

12. What type of place/location is suitable for Yartsa Gunbu? 

13. How do you collect Yartsa Gunbu? What tool do you use for its collection? 

14. How do you process (clean, dry and store) your collection? 

15. What risks do you face during collection of Yartsa Gunbu? 

16. Can Yartsa Gunbu be stored for years and sell afterwards when the price is high? 

17. Where do you sell your resource? 

18. Who do you sell Yartsa Gunbu? 

19. Does the buyer come for buying Yartsa Gunbu? From which place? 

20. How much is the per piece price of Yartsa Gunbu? 

21. How do you obtain the market price of Yartsa Gunbu? 

22. How do you fix the per piece price? 

23. What is the role of Dzumsa/panchayats in collection of Yartsa Gunbu? 

24. What is the role of Dzumsa/panchayats in conservation of its habitat? 

25. Are there any areas where collection is banned by Dzumsa/ panchayats? Name them. 

26. Do you pay any fee to the Dzumsa/panchayats from the amount collected by selling Yartsa Gunbu? If yes, 
how much? 

27. Do you use Yartsa Gunbu? How do you use it? 
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28. Can we make local / traditional medicine from Yartsa Gunbu at home? 

29. Can Yartsa Gunbu be used to cure any ailments of yak, sheep or cattle? Name them. 

30. Is there any cultural importance of Yartsa Gunbu? What is it? 

31. Is there any threat to the natural environment or its habitat due to collection or over exploitation?  

32. Do you see that the habitat degraded by grazing or over grazing? 

33. Is the availability of Yartsa Gunbu increasing or decreasing? What are your field observations? 

34. Is there any traditional knowledge to increase the population of Yartsa Gunbu in its natural habitats? How? 

35. Do you find outsiders collecting Yartsa Gunbu in the locations you usually collect? 

36. Do you think that the collection of Yartsa Gunbu needs regulation? 

37. Do you know that the Government of Sikkim has legalised its collection and sale? 

38. Are you satisfied with the Government policy of Yartsa Gunbu? If no, then state the reason and your 
recommendations. 

39. What other assistance do you expect from the government? 

40. Did you know that the government organized auction for Yartsa Gunbu last year? 

41. Did you bring your Yartsa Gunbu for auction? If no, why? 

42. Do you need any kind of training for processing your collection? What kind of training? 

43. Do you like to go for exposure visit? Which place? 

44. Do you know where all the Yartsa Gunbu collected from Sikkim goes? 

45. Who decides the time for the collection of Yartsa Gunbu? 

46. What measures do you take to maintain cleanliness in the collection site? 

47. Do you use firewood for cooking in the field? If not, what do you use for cooking? 

48. How do you ensure the sustainability of Yartsa Gunbu in its natural habitat? 

49. How many individuals per household go for collection of Yartsa Gunbu? 

50. Do you go in group or alone to collect Yartsa Gunbu? How many people in a group? 

51. Do you think the climate is changing? What are your observations in the last 10 years? 

52. Is changing climate impacting the availability of Yartsa Gunbu? How? 

53. Any other comments. 
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